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What would you do if a developer 
wanted to build a parking lot on 

vacant land in your neighborhood?



Urbanization in Los Angeles

Water Quality

Biodiversity

Impacts:



UCLA

Westwood 
Greenway





Quantify 
impacts on 

water quality 
and 

biodiversity

Identify modes 
to apply the 
Greenway 

concept across 
Los Angeles

Increase 
visibility of the 

Greenway 
concept

Research objectives





BioBlitz Malaise Traps



Habitat quality: 4/5
Increase in species density and volunteer natives

California Poppy 
(Eschscholzia californica)

Narrow Leaf Milkweed
 (Asclepias Fascicularis)

Hummingbird Sage 
(Salvia spathacea)



Habitat variety: 4.5/5
High variety of volunteer natives

Elderberry 
(Sambucus nigra) 

)

Western Chokecherry 
(Prunus virginiana)
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Edge effects: 3.75/5
Impact of Metro traffic and local pets



Offsite connectivity: 4/5
Culverts between north and south side, stream 
connectivity, holes in fence



Allen’s Hummingbird 
(Selasphorus sasin)

Cabbage White (Physa 
rapae)

Song Sparrow 
(Melospiza melodia)

Coyote 
(Canis latrans)

Mourning Cloak 
(Nymphalis antiopa)

Fiery Skipper 
(Hyphila phyleus)

Gulf Fritillary 
(Dione vanillae)

Western Lady Beetle 
(Cycloneda polita)

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/42051


Dry-weather Wet-weather



Water Quality: Hardness & TDS 



Focused on projects that  capture, clean, and recycle stormwater



Upper San Gabriel

Upper LA River



Engagement Plan

Resources

Partnerships

Future content

Goals



https://westwoodgreenway.org/

Questions?
Thank you! 

Danielle Hoekstra
dhoekstra18@gmail.com

Claire Villegas
clairevillegas@g.ucla.edu 

Lynsea Southwick
l.southwick232@gmail.com 


