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Sout hern Pacific Deal Builds Steamfor 3 Rail Projects
Transportation: The county pact spurs optimismfor forging of train links to outly-
ing areas within two years. Tal ks continue on further expansion.

ALD B. TAYLORTI MES STAFF WRI TER
TI MES STAFF WRI TER

Even as | awers for the Los Angel es County Transportati on Conmi ssion were | ooking
over the fine print Mnday on the proposed $450-nmillion purchase of railroad rights
of way, the comm ssion's staff was planning how to get three new conmuter lines into
operation.

The first order of the day was filling out $86 million in purchase requests for 17
sl eek, new 70 mp. h. loconotives and 40 passenger cars to |ink downtown Los Angel es
to outlying counties within two years. The commr ssion is expected to approve the
purchases later this nonth, if all goes as pl anned.

Transit officials then prepared to work on sone of the finer points of devel oping
the railroad network that will link Union Station downtown with the Newhal | - Saugus
area, Sim Valley and San Ber nardi no.

The flurry of optimsmby transit planners Monday was touched of f by the announce-
ment Friday that the conm ssion had cl osed a deal with the Southern Pacific Trans-
portation Co. to take over 112 niles of rights of way and operate on another 135
mles of railroad track.

Experts consider the deal a major breakthrough in their effort to build a 350-nile
rail network that will ultimately bridge five counties and help alleviate Southern
California freeway congestion by the year 2010.

However, the Southern Pacific package is only a portion of the conpl ex, behind-
t he-scenes maneuvering to nake rail transit a success in gridlocked Los Angel es.

Separate negoti ations are ongoing with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Co.
for nore rights of way and operating rights. Oficials consider these talks a crit-
ical part of developing regional rail plans that include a Pasadena light-rail |ine
and comuter |links into Orange, San Bernardino and San Di ego counti es.
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Conmmi ssion officials refused to comment on the state of the Santa Fe tal ks ot her
than to say the two sides are still far apart.

And, they cautioned, the Southern Pacific package will not be conplete until the
rights of way are inspected to nake sure there are no hi dden probl ens, such as toxic
wast es, al ongside the corridors.

But the deal |ooked good enough Monday for the staff to get started on its effort to
add, first and forenost, three conmuter lines to the fledgling rail network that now
has only a single operating system-the 22-mile Blue Line fromLos Angeles to Long
Beach.

The conmi ssion paid $50 million for operating rights on the three routes that can
very quickly be turned into commuter rail |ines.

The four-car commuter trains--powered by $2-nmillion diesel |oconmptives--each wll
carry up to 600 passengers at speeds up to 70 mp.h., experts said. The new passen-
ger coaches will cost about $1.2 million each and resenble Amtrak cars, they said.

Transit officials say that initially they will run a total of 12 trains on the three
I i nes each norning and evening, carrying an estinmated 7,200 passengers into and out
of downtown, starting in 1992.

The first of the three routes--called the Coast Main Line--will run from Union Sta-
tion north and west 36 miles across the San Fernando Valley and Sinm Valley to Moor-
par k.

The second, the Saugus Line, will carry passengers 40 mles from downtown through
Burbank to Santa Clarita, officials said.

The third and | ongest of the comuter lines will reach 60 mles from downtown out to
San Bernardi no, running down the center of the San Bernardi no Freeway through E
Mont e, then branching off through Baldwin Park and Cl arenmont, officials reported.

As part of the |l and package, the comm ssion bought 65 acres north of Union Station
for construction of a regional set of rail yards, shops and mai ntenance facilities.
It will cost $150 mllion to build these facilities, install signals along the three
i nes and upgrade the tracks and crossings, authorities said.

Com ng years later will be train service on the rights of way that are being pur-
chased outright in the Southern Pacific deal, officials said. Each of these projects
will be nore costly because the conmi ssion will start fromscratch--laying track and
buil ding stations and other facilities for the new train systens.

The nost anbitious of these projects will be the devel opnent of Southern Pacific's
so-cal | ed Burbank Branch, a 20-mile freight line that extends west from North Hol |l y-
wood to Warner Center in the western San Fernando Valley. Part of this route is ex-
pected to beconme an extension of the $3-billion Metro Rail subway that runs from
downtown to North Hol |l ywood.

© 2007 Thonmson/West. No Caimto Oig. U S CGovt. Wrks.



10/ 16/ 90 LATIMES 1 Page 3

The proposed extension of Metro Rail would run fromNorth Hollywood to the San Di ego
Freeway and woul d be conpleted sonetinme after the turn of the century. Farther west,
the line would feature light-rail trolleys fromWrner Center north to Chatsworth.
Anot her |ine would head east from North Hol |l ywood to Burbank, sources said.

Two other railroad branch lines are being acquired in the deal as well. One would
eventually allow a |link between the University of Southern California canpus and
Santa Monica; the other would connect Los Angeles County with Orange County al ong
the Southern Pacific's existing West Santa Ana Branch freight |ine.

No firmtinetable has been set on devel oping these routes, but conmi ssion officials
sai d they hope that sections, including the extension of the Metro Rail subway west
across the San Fernando Valley, would be in operation by the year 2010.

Jubi l ant transportation planners regarded | ast week's announcenment as a breakt hrough
in slashing the gridlock that plagues the region

"It's stunning--a mpjor first step,” said R chard Stanger, the transportati on com
m ssion's director of rail devel opment, echoing the sentinent of his coll eagues.

Funding for the three commuter rail lines and the first of the branch |ine projects
is assured, said Stanger. The nmoney will cone froma half-cent local transit sales
tax passed in 1980 and the new state transit neasures passed by the voters in June,
he sai d.

St anger said county officials are also hoping for the passage of Proposition C on

t he Novenmber ballot. The neasure, which asks voters to approve a half-cent sal es tax
i ncrease, woul d provide another $400 mllion annually for Los Angeles County transit
proj ects.

Regardl ess of the election's outcone, Stanger said no major roadblocks stand in the
way of finalizing the Southern Pacific package deal
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